
28th October 2019 

 

 

Newcastle Great Park – Resident Update 

Further to the latest update we want to inform residents of the progress and positive work that is 

happening across the Great Park. 

Cell A & New Schools 

You may have seen that the planning application for the new schools, playing pitches and housing in 

Cell A was considered by Planning committee in December 18 and we are delighted to inform you that 

the planning permission has now been issued which will enable the delivery of the two well needed 

schools to progress. We would like to reassure residents that we will do everything possible to ensure 

that the delivery of the vital services is not delayed and will keep you all informed on progress over 

the coming months. 

A consultation event will be held for the first school on the 13th November at the Community Centre 

so that residents have the opportunity to view and comment on the proposals and also find out more 

about the delivery of the schools. We will issue further details on this when the council provides them. 

Town Centre 

The three retailers are busy working on their shop plans and preparing all of the necessary pre-

construction information to enable their fit outs to start as soon as possible. We are hoping to have 

the agreements signed soon and we will make announcements as soon as it is possible. Works will 

be starting in the next two weeks to construct the separating walls within the units which will mean 

the tenants can hit the ground running when the leases are signed. 

We are currently negotiating terms with a number of other retailers and actively promoting the 

remainder of the units to ensure that the next cluster can be announced as soon as possible. 

The Persimmon office building is nearing completion and over the next 2-3 weeks phase 2 of the 

landscaping and paving contract will commence which is the area to the east of the new office. The 

new town centre car park is now almost complete which provides close to 100 extra car parking 

spaces for the town centre. 

We are in the early stages of negotiations with a pub operator and are hoping that an operator can 

be secured early next year which will attract further interest and investment to Great Park. 

Supermarket  

We are about to sign a legal agreement over the next couple of weeks with the supermarket and site 

clearance works will be taking place in November as well as pre-application discussions with the 

council to progress the development proposals. As soon as this is contracted a press release will be 

made which will include an indicative programme setting out the planning and construction 

timescales up to store opening. At present we expect all of the necessary site investigation to be 

complete and the contracts in a position to make an announcement early next year.  

Thank you for your patience and cooperation on this whilst we get this over the line, we are doing 

everything we can to ensure this can be announced as soon as possible and we are confident that 

when this is in the public domain it will attract further investment into the town centre. 
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Spine Road – Junctions 4-7 

We are delighted to inform you that all of the pre-commencement planning conditions have now been 

discharged alongside the formal issue of technical approval allowing our contractor to commence site 

works this week. This is vital infrastructure for the Great Park and will ensure that the momentum we 

are building will not be halted. We will continue to liaise with residents on this as the works progress 

to ensure any disruption is kept to a minimum and are in discussions with our contractor regarding 

community engagement and regular updates.  

Strategic Routes 

You may have noticed that the lighting columns are up on the majority of the routes and the cabling 

and ducting works have also started on a number of the routes. We would like to apologise for the 

disruption caused, however these works are essential to ensure that all the paths are lit. We are 

targeting having the lights operational as soon as the connection pillars are made live from the 

statutory provide. We would like to apologise for the delay in lighting the routes and we will be making 

enquiries in the next couple of weeks to see how we can expedite this to ensure that routes are lit 

throughout the winter months.  

Management Company 

The audited accounts statements for 2018 are now available and have been published on the website 

for residents to review. The final notice letter will be posted out to all residents who have not 

attempted to make payment of their rent and service charges in the coming weeks. To ensure the 

ongoing maintenance of the Great Park can we please ask that occupiers who have not attempted to 

make payment do so at the earliest opportunity. 

Esh Plaza Car Park 

We are extremely disappointed to see that the parking issues continue despite the construction of up 

to 64 new car parking spaces at Esh Plaza. This is an issue that we are taking very seriously and we will 

do everything we can to ensure that the problem is resolved in a timely manner. 

We have been in contact with the police who have stated that they will be on site regularly to monitor 

the situation and take action on any cars parking illegally. You may have also noticed that cones were 

put out onto the road this morning and whilst they have reduced the parking in some areas they only 

seem to have dispersed the cars that now seem to be parking further into the site. The immediate 

response to this is that we will simply put out more cones next week to cover the other areas and 

prevent the parking. 

It is clear that this is only a temporary solution and further avenues must be investigated to ensure a 

long term solution is put in place. We are liaising with the local authority to look at potential traffic 

regulation orders and restrictions and will be meeting with representatives over the next couple of 

weeks to discuss proposals. We are also considering private parking enforcement which we will keep 

residents informed about. 

Street Lighting 

As we enter the darker nights can you please continue to raise street light faults via our website so 

that we can pass this on to the developers to find out who the responsibility of the repair lies with. In 

order to ensure a repair can take place in a timely manner please provide exact details of the location 

of the light with a postal address. Once we have this information, we will make you aware of who is 
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responsible for the repair and would ask you to liaise with the developer direct in relation to progress. 

As always, any lights that are the responsibility of the management company will be dealt with direct 

from the Project Office.  

We trust that this provides a sufficient update on the work that is taking place across the Great Park 

and announcements will be made as soon as agreements are signed. 

Newcastle Great Park Consortium 


